
ATTACHMENT B 

Mount Alexander Community 2021 Petition 

I want the area to be a sanctuary (free of bird shooting) because..  

• I’m sick of hearing gunfire dawn to dusk for weeks and months and being left to 
clean up rubbish when shooters leave.  

• Shooting and killing of our native wildlife has no place in a compassionate society. 
Duck shooting is cruel and abhorrent. Also, I do not want my peaceful amenity 
destroyed by a handful of individuals with their shooting and abusive behaviour.  

• Shooting beautiful water birds is not defensive!  
• It may have been caused by a dam on the Loddon River, but it has become an area of 

natural beauty and of refuge to wildlife. Its status as a refuge should be confirmed. 
• When nature has been so stressed over the last two years give the wild ducks a 

break. Too many other birds also use this area and too many Protected birds get 
shot, as you already know.  

• Wildlife is becoming increasingly important in itself and as part of our lives. 
Recreational shooting is cruel, destructive and has absolutely no useful or essential 
purpose except to amuse an increasing few individuals who enjoy killing helpless 
wild birds both those targeted and those that become collateral damage. It's time to 
stop this!  

• I don't believe in cruelty to any animals & want the beauty of this sanctuary to be 
protected for all fauna & flora  

• It is not sport to kill beautiful water birds and should not be allowed  
• Environment should be safe for everyone to be able to enjoy peace and tranquillity 

without threat of guns  
• There are so few places for these poor birds to breed, particularly with climate 

change and diminishing water areas for nesting.  
• Shooting birds for sport is barbaric  
• Shooting is wanton destruction, not sport or food supply.  
• Duck shooting is cruel and callous. Mt Alexander Shire should follow through on 

their agreement to end this barbaric sport.  
• I like peace.  
• It saves and protects the environment  
• Our native wildlife are a precious resource and not fodder for recreation.  
• Animals and flora are way more fun than killing ducks  
• we need to conserve the precious ecosystem of which birds are an essential part.  
• Such a beautiful spot should be protected and not ruined by an influx of people.  
• It's the perfect area for a sanctuary. It needs to be done. The area will be enhanced 

and benefit all living beings. It's a no brainer, win win situation. Do it!  
• Public waterways should be closed for shooting for safety and preservation reasons  
• Sanctuaries preserve nature. Nature is life. Life is the most important asset we have.  
• Cairn Curran and surrounding wetlands are important places for a variety of birds 

that make the area their home and are used my migratory species. Creating a bird 
sanctuary will assist to ensure the safety of birds and other fauna into the future.  

• I like birds.  



• People and birds need it  

• Two years ago, the Mount Alexander Shire Council voted to ban recreational native 
waterbird shooting in the Shire in favour of safer, more peaceful and beneficial 
activities. Mount Alexander Shire and Cairn Curran Reservoir specifically, is home to 
threatened species such as the White-bellied Sea Eagle. Cairn Curran is important for 
a large range of waterbirds and raptors as well as a feeding ground on the flyways of 
migratory shore birds, many of which are in significant decline. Residents of the 
Shire and members of the public who visit, want to enjoy the area in peace and not 
be confronted by shooters in army fatigues and gunfire near their homes and 
recreation areas.  

• Protect birdlife, quiet enjoyment.  
• To protect the birdlife, including ducks, that frequent Cairn Curran reservoir.  
• Many threatened species of birds inhabit Cairn Curran Reservoir, and it should be 

kept as a safe haven.  
• Wetland birds need protection and Cairn Curran is a popular recreation area that 

people should be able to visit without shooters disturbing the peace  
• Wetlands are critically important to protect birdlife and are constantly being 

diminished.  
• This area is used by many people for many recreational purposes. It is inappropriate 

to allow hunting in the area. In addition to public safety issues, the rich wildlife of 
the area is part of its value to the people who visit.  

• Protect birdlife and ensure threatened species have a protected habitat  
• I have watched numbers of waterfowl and other native birds plummet in my fifty-

plus years. Please let us keep what little remains of Victoria's wild birds and natural 
habitats.  

• Birdlife and animal life should be protected not hunted. People should be able to 
enjoy the area and appreciate the wildlife in peace, knowing the wildlife is being 
protected, and not shot for sport. Our wildlife is already under continual threat from 
climate change, more extreme fires and droughts, habitat loss and development. We 
should be protecting them not adding to these threats by allowing hunters to kill and 
wound them. Hunters have no place in our environment. I was planning to visit this 
area soon, being new to the area, but I won't be going if I know hunters use it.  

• Shooters have convincingly demonstrated over the years that they can't be trusted 
to follow restrictions on the type of bird shot or catch numbers. I can't see any good 
reason why Victoria, unlike other States, doesn't totally ban duck shooting.  

• Animal welfare  
• Our local wetlands are a significantly biodiverse refuge in our region, and of 

international significance. I support them being declared a sanctuary. I support the 
rights of wildlife to live without additional and totally unnecessary dangers. I support 
the rights of local residents to enjoy the amenity of our region, without awaking to a 
fusillade of gunfire in the morning. I support Mt Alexander council's decision, and I 
support it being enforced.  

• This is a special wetland with a wonderful array of indigenous flora and fauna, and 
we need to preserve and protect such unique and healthy areas such as this now 
before it is too late.  



• It is an important recreational area, passive and active with no room for guns  
• Protection of birdlife.  
• Duck shooting is incompatible with the conservation and recreational values of Cairn 

Curran  
• It should be a place wildlife and the environment can be enjoyed.  
• the protection of biodiversity contributes to the well-being of all life. It is essential 

we think not only of ourselves and easy profit but of future generations. We owe it 
to leave the world a better place for having been here. An abundance of varied 
birdlife brings great joy.  

• I abhor recreational bird shooting or hunting of any animals.  
• I care about our native birds  
• Ensuring biodiversity around Cairn Curran would support the health of the reservoir, 

a sanctuary and more native vegetation would support this  
• Preservation of wildlife and harmonious recreational activities should be a focus  
• I'm strongly opposed to recreational hunting. The species using the wetlands need to 

be protected.  
• Preservation for birds and wildlife is very important  
• I deplore duck shooting as a 'sport'. Also, because I love seeing the variety of birds 

some migratory and others resident and enjoy the peace of the surroundings. Some 
species are rare, and I don't believe many so called sporting shooters know or care 
what species they are targeting.  

• I don't want people with guns shooting birds  
• The area will sustain and protect the variety of bird life and also attract visitors to 

the region.  
• Native birdlife is essential for healthy ecosystems. Shooting ducks and water birds is 

unnecessary loss of key species in wetland ecosystems.  
• The Cairn Curran Reservoir and surrounding wetlands are a vital haven for our birds 

and need to be protected from disruptive activities such as duck shooting.  
• We need more sanctuaries!!!  
• We need to be protecting our wildlife and natural areas for so many reasons. We are 

part of the eco system. Anything the damages it will have knock on effects. Also, I 
really want my children to be able to continue to see and appreciate our local 
wildlife and be able to pass on the same love and knowledge to their children.  

• I believe the environmental value is higher than the recreational shooting value  
• Wetlands are an important and endangered ecosystem and duck shooting is not well 

controlled and monitored with many protected species killed.  
• Wetlands have become scarce in this area and it’s critical that these ecosystems are 

preserved in perpetuity. And many birds have been lost in the 2020 fires, no more 
should (ever) be shot.  

• We don't need duck shooting, we need ducks, as we need all wildlife to prosper.  
• The shooting of birds is in my opinion not a sport. Birds are precious and need our 

protection especially as the destruction of their habitat is ongoing.  
• I urge you to protect our wetland areas and make them a safe place for our birds to 

inhabit.  
• It's important for wildlife and humans  



• All creatures need protection to help maintain a balance in nature and to provide 
people an environment to enjoy and educate.  

• Our wildlife is most important and needs protection  
• Native animals all across Australia are being destroyed. We need to preserve our 

precious wildlife and wetlands while we still have them.  
• With sharply increasing encroachment by human habitation in this shire, our wildlife 

is under enormous strain due to habitat loss and predatory domestic animals. 
Combined with climate change, the risk of species loss and ecosystem collapse has 
never been higher. The benefits of a well-managed sanctuary will have far-reaching 
benefits. I am vehemently opposed to duck hunting - it is not only cruel and 
pointless, but also harmful to a wide range of species - including humans. The 
primary eradication programs need to target feral pets, deer and foxes! And this 
needs to be done professionally (so female populations are prioritised). After the 
catastrophic losses of wildlife and ecosystems during the black winter/spring/summ 
fires of 2019/20 protecting ALL remaining wildlife must be our priority.  

• To protect of endangered wildlife  

• Protection of our wild-life and my personal protection from unwanted confrontation 
with shooters on public land. . .  

• Protection of threatened species, safety to general public  
• Significant species under threat.  
• Cairn Curran is a valuable water catchment for our region and provides safe haven to 

a myriad of wildlife and birdlife in the Mt Alexander shire.  
• There are species of birds that are under threat and require protection from harm.  
• Cairn Curran is important for a large range of waterbirds and raptors as well as a 

feeding ground on the flyways of migratory shore birds, many of which are in 
significant decline. In particular, Cairn Curran Reservoir specifically, is home to 
threatened species such as the White-bellied Sea Eagle. We must keep our birdlife 
protected and safe from those who kill birds for a sport.  

• Duck shooting in cruel and unnecessary. As duck numbers are in decline it should be 
banned.  

• There are a number of threatened bird species that live in the wetlands. Giving it 
sanctuary status will help protect these birds.  

• In addition, duck hunting is grotesque, with approx. 25 per cent of birds only being 
injured rather than killed quickly and relatively painlessly. Under one percent of the 
population shoots birds.  

• Cairn Curran Reservoir Is a vast stretch of water and surrounding wetland that is of 
vital importance for the preservation of migratory species, whose feeding and 
resting sites are rapidly diminishing world-wide, AND as a safe habitat for the local 
birds that live in what is currently still a well-vegetated area of central Victoria. 
Moolert Plains were recently saved from new battery farms. Save Cairn Curran as an 
adjacent sanctuary to add to the safety and protection of birds and bushland.  

• Our native birds are a precious and special element of our world, killing them for no 
good reason is a disgrace  

• It is an important gem of nature for birds and other wildlife, and our sanity.  
• I am an avid bird watcher & there is no place for the destruction & harm caused to 

our wildlife in our State or indeed throughout Australia  



• We moved to the country from Melbourne 3 years ago. It is a pleasure to share our 
space with birds & animals that are indigenous to our region. To support our 
principles, we've erected bird boxes in some of our trees & near our dam to attract 
ducks.  

• To protect the Birdlife.  
• We must protect the diminishing numbers of birds, and because habitation loss must 

be halted, or the very basis of our life will be destroyed.  
• Our bird life needs protecting.  
• Duck shooting is barbaric and unnecessary  
• It is a family place for all sorts of activities - shooting is not suited to here.  

• Having visited and fished on this beautiful lake, I am aware of the significance of this 
special, wetlands habitat for birdlife from waterbirds to raptors and feel that duck 
shooting would greatly reduce the current population of birdlife where wetland 
areas like this are being affected by climate change. There have been recent dry 
years when the lake was very low and blue /green algae affected the habitat for the 
birds and other water life. With the climate becoming warmer, the natural 
environment at Cairn Curran should be made into a sanctuary to protect all the 
birdlife and other fauna.  

• Many bird species in the area are threatened and endangered. Shooters have shown 
to have poor species recognition. This area will be a far greater community and 
environmental asset if left free of shooters.  

• Duck shooting does not represent the values of the broader community anymore. In 
the face of a changing climate and continued loss of biodiversity sanctuaries are 
critical to achieving the goals stated in Victoria's Biodiversity 2031.  

• I support the safety of all waterbirds and disapprove of duck shooting. I want our 
local waterways to be safe and welcome sanctuaries to all waterbirds.  

• I want out birdlife to be safe and protected  
• More and more of our native wildlife are threatened with extinction due to loss of 

habitat and the poor policing of already existing protection laws.  
• To protect of endangered wildlife  
• We need more sanctuaries  
• It will preserve our ecological inheritance. It is a sanctuary not only for wildlife but 

also for our next generation to enjoy.  
• The slaughter of birds for human gratification should end, and the natural 

environment they live in should be protected for the bird’s future safety  
• Without shooting and motor sports, Cairn Curran could be a worthy asset for 

generations to come. Go there on a day of shooting our dickheads in motorboats 
and it's a living hell. A day without them is a beautiful place. And if you were a duck 
the answer to this question is pretty obvious.  

• It is a precious environmental asset.  
• It is a perfect nature site with many varied ducks  
• As our climate changes and human activity impinges on ever increasing areas of the 

land, significant wetlands such as this are becoming the last safe refuges for birds 
and other species which are heading toward endangered status at an alarming rate. 
We need to act now to protect our wildlife before critical species disappear forever. 
This is an opportunity to do something good for life.  



• There are few wetlands in the region so Cairn Curran should be protected.  

• I value our unique wildlife, particularly our water birds and raptors.  
• Because Cairn Curran provides a safe habitat for many different bird species, and it 

should be managed as a safe haven for same.  
• We need to ensure wetlands are protected  
• The decline is unacceptable as SPORT! it's cruel & should be curtailed!  
• It’s a significant environment for endangered species and a safe haven in shooting 

season. Our birdlife is unique to this country. FLIGHTWAYS FOR MIGRATORY BIRDS 
HUGELY THREATENED WITH LOSS OF THEIR USUAL DESTINATIONS. A sanctuary for 
birds is significant for birdlike and environment. Loss of this will have extraordinary 
repercussion.  

• Birds are important for the health of farms, their right to exist and the ecology that 
depends upon them - birdsong is good for mental health. We need a network of safe 
places for birds to live. Please think carefully on this  

• I live close by and use the Curran to walk my dogs and talk with friends, I want to be 
safe, and I don't want to listen to shooters killing our beautiful water birds.  

• It good for the balance of the local environment  
• Duck shooting is incompatible with the conservation and recreational values of Cairn 

Curran  
• I love the area and the wildlife.  
• We need to protect native wildlife  
• I don't want birds shot and the risk that people shooting at the lake poses to other 

people is unacceptable  
• Our wildlife is under increased threat, numbers are in decline, and we need to 

conserve native birds and their habitat not shoot them  
• The birds living here & visiting are very important and must be protected.  
• I believe in protecting birds and their habitat.  
• Nature is precious for our future and our children  
• Duck shooting is an outdated hideously cruel hobby, it’s not a sport. Our wildlife 

needs all of our protection we can give them before it’s too late.  
• It is rich in animal and bird life and becoming a sanctuary would protect the birds in 

particular which are under threat from climate change and shooters.  
• Native water bird numbers are in steady decline, and they not only need to be 

protected from being shot, but have safe havens to go to and breed  
• Wildlife is decimated enough in this country. It's an utter disgrace.  
• Native animals all across Australia are being destroyed. We need to preserve our 

precious wildlife and wetlands while we still have them.  
• The wetlands are home to many wonderful and charismatic species  
• Wildlife is sacred  

• To protect the wildlife and so I can use the reservoir as a kayaker all year round.  
• Cairn Curran is a haven to many water birds, including pelicans, swans, and 

threatened species such as the white-bellied eagle.  
• Many local people use Lake Cairn Curran for their family recreation - huge safety 

issues  



• It is so hypocritical if this government allows shooters to decimate our threatened 
birdlife in Victoria considering the tragic loss of large percentage of our native fauna 
in the recent 2019 bushfires. Victorians have donated millions in a huge effort to 
restore and retain these fauna including birds. It would be a complete reversal of the 
steps taken to save these species. Many birdlife species in Victoria are struggling to 
survive as it is. Allowing deliberate killing of our beautiful birds in the name of 
"sport" is devastating and ludicrous to all caring and intelligent people. Please stop it 
all.  

• Recreational shooting of waterbirds is barbaric and cruel. This area should be 
protected for benefit of ecology and wider community values.  

• We need peaceful areas with wildlife, not dangerous, unpleasant gunfire, or cruelty. 
My son and I like to kayak there. Can't think of anything worse than being around 
people firing guns at innocent bird life.  

• It is imperative our wildlife is protected. Shooting animals and birds for recreation is 
cruel and unnecessary. It should be banned immediately.  

• Ducks and other local wildlife need protection  
• Our bird life deserves to be protected especially given the vagaries of our climate  
• Allow birdlife to prosper.  
• As habitats diminish and the need to protect existing wildlife and environment 

becomes more and more imperative, we need to relegate all additional sanctuaries 
as a priority.  

• The environment and wildlife need to be protected.  
• Cairn Curran Reservoir should become a wildlife sanctuary... -a sanctuary supports 

precious wildlife -as well as a range of peaceful human activities. Allowing anti-social 
activities such as duck shooting pushes out all others. We don’t want to be around it.  

• With native waterbird numbers down by 90%, they need all the protection they can 
get.  

• We need to consider the impact our behaviours are having upon our wildlife and 
environment from the perspective of preservation and conservation not human 
pleasure and gratification. I am concerned about the ongoing eradication of habitat 
for wildlife as humanity intrudes into these spaces. I am all for protecting such 
spaces and providing areas where wildlife can be left in peace. I am also greatly 
concerned by the multiple reports of irresponsible bird shooters who are unable to 
accurately identify bird species, who shoot beyond their allotted kill count and who 
leave wounded birds to die. I don’t support duck shooting primarily because of these 
behaviours which unfortunately seem to grow every year.  

• Bio security of native animals  

• Birdwatching is my passion and the environment. Please make this area a sanctuary 
for both the wildlife and for the sake of environmental tourism,  

• I value wildlife diversity over recreational shooting.  
• We must always have areas of sanctuary for our waterbirds- they deserve no less 

and almost certainly a good deal more than we have given them in the past  
• Duck shooting is a cruel barbaric non-sport. The family uses that area for 

birdwatching and don't see why it should be barred from us for the sake of such a 
sickening purpose. Mount Alexander is better than that!  

• The safety of our nature is important  



• Nature should be preserved and it’s our responsibility to respect what was there 
before we came here. no one owns Nature.  

• For the protection of wildlife  
• It is so beautiful to go there and see birds living naturally there.  
• My children adore wildlife and in particular bird life, a commitment to protect 

wildlife habitat ensures the enjoyment of wildlife for Generations to come. 
Protecting wildlife corridors and habitats formally also supports the United Actions 
Sustainability Goals, specifically SDG 6 (6.6), 13 and 15. Meeting these goals by 2030 
will support peace, health and keeping global warming to below 2 degrees. Every 
action, every wetland, every biodiversity corridor counts. It also supports the goals 
of International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) IUCN, a membership Union 
composed of both government and civil society organisations. It harnesses the 
experience, resources and reach of its more than 1,400 Member organisations and 
the input of more than 18,000 experts. This diversity and vast expertise make IUCN 
the global authority on the status of the natural world and the measures needed to 
safeguard it.  

• We must protect the creatures we share the earth with.  
• We should be preserving not destroying the natural habitat and wildlife of the 

region. There is precious little left as it is.  
• We need to protect our wildlife  
• I live here for the peace and quiet and native flora and fauna. Not to have it shot up 

by weekend cowboys  
• I want cairn curran to become a Sanctuary to protect our beautiful native 

waterbirds.  
• Each year, during duck shooting season, shooters leave behind copious amounts of 

rubbish, carcasses and waste. The number of natives on cairn curran seems to have 
reduced over the years & it would be wonderful to see those numbers increase again  

• Native birds (& animals) need more protection, or we will lose them.  
• Enough animals and birds have suffered at the hands of humans. Our extinction rate 

of native animals is one of the highest in the world. We need to protect all wildlife 
for many reasons beyond extinction. Without them our ecosystem will collapse.  

• Our native birds and wildlife species need to be protected and preserved  

• Duck shooting is incompatible with safe access by the broader community, and with 
contemporary norms that are opposed to the destruction of native wildlife.  

• Our biodiversity, particularly our waterbird populations, are continuing to decline 
with a trajectory to extinction. They need safe places to live, feed and breed.  

• Also, every year protected birds are illegally shot during duck season demonstrating 
that many hunters are unable to follow the rules.  

• to protect wildlife and habitat  
• Duck hunting does not stack up in this area across the realms of animal welfare, 

protection of threatened species, amenity, and human safety. I and virtually 
everyone I know support the shire implementing this ban in full, and in the near 
term.  

• We need to save SAFE places for birds and other wildlife!  
• Preservation of threatened birds, and community safety and public amenity reasons.  
• Too many of our native flora and fauna are becoming extinct through climate change  



• Water birds need protection now more than ever and a sanctuary is a far better 
visitor destination than a shooting range.  

• Areas such as these are extremely vital for our Fauna and Flora as continual 
destruction of habitat is having such a devastating impact on all our important and 
dwindling natural areas.  

• Habitat loss across the shire continues and with more development and increased 
population significant sanctuaries are essential.  

• the waterbirds deserve protection not death  
• More biodiversity and beauty are a plus for the region  
• I am deeply concerned at the decline in the populations of waterbeds, particularly 

"game species".  
• The impact on all water birds by shooting is severe, not just the ducks.  
• Making this and other wetlands in the Shire free of hunting will be a wonderful 

initiative that others should follow.  
• Cairn Curran Reservoir is home to threatened species such as the White-bellied Sea 

Eagle. Cairn Curran is important for a large range of waterbirds and raptors as well as 
a feeding ground on the flyways of migratory shore birds, many of which are in 
significant decline.  

• Cairn Curran is a popular place for both locals and tourists. Allowing duck shooting 
here would have a negative effect upon people wishing to visit here. It would also 
create a negative impression of the region, with people less likely to come and spend 
money in and around Castlemaine. Also, there are many native birds in and around 
Cairn Curran, including sea eagles, that would be likely to be shot by indiscriminate 
shooting.  

• The area should be for peaceful enjoyment for all species  
• Wildlife needs refuges  

• The wildlife and Birds need to have some secure areas for their safety and survival. 
Not all water areas need to be available for shooting. Humans without guns also 
should be able to visit an area without shooters around during duck season.  

• I want the bird life protected from shooting.  
• The area belongs to all. It is already a major wildlife sanctuary, particularly for 

waterbirds many of which are endangered due to loss of habitat and urban 
expansion. The use of firearms in this area is totally inappropriate and is dangerous.  

• Goulburn Water should immediately enact the Council ban on the shooting of ducks 
in this area.  

• I love birds and duck hunting is cruel - and in an era of declining wildlife unnecessary  
• It deserves to be protected  
• The natural environment (including wetlands) is diminishing due to global warming 

and human population pressure. This is already placing pressure on declining bird 
numbers. We should not be adding to this by shooting ducks and consequently 
killing rare species such as freckled duck. Game shooters do not always distinguish 
between species.  

• 1. To protect the native birds and other wildlife that lives in the area. 2. For the 
safety and sake of all the people that visit the area.  

• Habitat protection is vital to ensure continued survival of species threatened by 
human activity.  



• If we don't set aside these areas, we will lose our wonderful birdlife and the natural 
surroundings they need to survive. These areas of nature bring us to a peaceful place 
in a crazy world and are as important to humans as they are to the wildlife.  

• For human safety reasons, for animal welfare reasons, for conservation reasons, for 
economic benefit reasons. Native wildlife in Victoria is being destroyed at an ever 
faster rate with claims of population explosions when entirely the opposite is 
occurring, to justify the mass slaughter of Australian wildlife in the state. The current 
Labor Government is promoting and enabling the killing at over twice the rate, than 
that of the previous Coalition Government in the state. In Victoria 88 native species 
are currently on the government kill list plus other native animals with no so called 
protections - ducks and quails are among the latter. Australian wildlife in Victoria 
have almost no places of sanctuary, mass killing activities are being undertaken by 
the Victorian Government on public lands including state and national parks. Any 
place of sanctuary is therefore welcome.  

• We need to ensure the permanent safety and continued breeding of our Native 
wildlife so that we, and future generations can continue to have this wonderful asset 
in our lives.  

• I am a frequent visitor to the Shire for recreational purposes, including birding. I wish 
to see the area made a sanctuary so it can safely be enjoyed by all locals and visitors 
and out of concern for preserving our valuable wetlands fauna, in particular birds.  

• Grey-headed flying foxes traverse this region en-route from Warrnambool and Colac 
to their colonies in Bendigo and Tatura. Shooting endangers these animals who are 
active at pre-dawn and daybreak returning across open water after foraging for 
nectar, pollen and fruit. The bats are major pollinators of our forests and of over 100 
species of native trees. They will roost for a few days in a local bush before 
proceeding to major camps at Bendigo, Tatura and beyond. The indigenous 
megabats are listed as Vulnerable to extinction federally (EPBC Act 1999) and are 
protected under Victorian law (Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988). In spite of 
protection ($5000 penalties apply for killing a Grey-headed flying fox), they have 
been shot over water at other Victorian wetlands.  

• The threats to our native ducks, other waterfowl, and our unique flora and fauna are 
increasingly threatened by extreme weather events on top of the continual 
environmental degradation at our own hands. Proactive actions are needed to 
protect our wildlife and protecting Cairn Curran and other waterways in our Shire 
from the needless shooting of wildfowl for 'pleasure' is one small step forward.  

• It is a life support system. It supports a diversity of life.  
• Shooting results in unavoidable and horrendous cruelty. Our wildlife needs and 

deserve protection.  
• Our Wildlife are losing their homes. Land needs to be preserved for them  
• We should protect nature and not destroy it. For the health of all of us and our 

planet we need to retain what little we still have. Please put a stop to all duck 
shooting and help create a peaceful area for the animals, birds and the community. 
We need the birds to be alive not dead.  

• Wetlands are vital  
• I care about the wildlife, and wildlife deserves a home  



• It's a terrific place for people from Castlemaine, Maryborough and elsewhere to visit 
and enjoy nature.  

• It is about time that the mindless shooting of ducks for 'sport' is stopped.  
• It is a place to be enjoyed for its peace and the beauty of its waterbirds, at least one 

of which is a threatened species. But threatened or not they enhance the 
environment for the majority of local residents and visitors. The recreational 
shooting of waterbirds is an unnecessary activity that often results in the 
abominable suffering of the birds.  

• Fauna & Fauna need places for safe place & home to thrive & to keep people healthy  
• The wild animals that still manage to enjoy such a life should be allowed to do so 

without risk of getting shot and maimed or killed.  
• This area is important habitat for a wide range of birds and other animals. It is also 

too close to houses to be safe for shooting  
• Our native wildlife has already been under enough stress with bushfires, drought, 

climate change and shooters. Please protect out native waterbirds  

• I am opposed to duck shooting as an amateur sport. Duck shooters are rarely 
discriminatory in their targets and our diminishing numbers of native wildfowl 
deserve to be protected. The only justification for shooting is culling 
overpopulations, particularly of feral animals - this should be done by professional 
shooters.  

• Our waterbird populations are in decline, and need more protected habitat  
• Shooting and visitors enjoying nature don't mix. Wetland habitat is increasingly rare.  
• Because we have already destroyed so much.  
• Habitat for wildlife is depleting rapidly in Australia  
• We need to protect all native species including ducks. Duck shooting is brutal and 

not a sport. A sanctuary will inhibit the capacity of shooters to unnecessarily kill 
native birds.  

• We need sanctuaries for waterbirds, not hunters.  
• Wild animals are important to our ecosystem.  
• Wetlands are of huge ecological importance. Victoria has lost large areas of wetlands 

and swamps. Naturalists from Alexander Humboldt onwards have pointed out the 
damage to economies and to society as a whole. Killing wildlife of any kind has been 
shown to be detrimental. Duck shooting is cruel, and shooters are repeatedly shown 
to be killing protected species. Areas of the Western District are now being 
rehabilitated and the wildlife is returning. The economic benefits from tourists 
interested in wildlife will far outweigh the benefits from duck shooters. We urge you 
to protect this area and to make it into a sanctuary.  

• As humans, inhuman acts like shooting wildlife in the name of recreation is not 
needed. Some may want it, but it is not needed  

• It is refuge for people and wildlife alike  
• Our native wildlife need protection. At the moment they have very little.  
• I regularly go bird watching there.  
• Our remaining wetlands are extremely important reservoirs of biodiversity. Not 

many of them remain after the massive effort throughout SE Australia to drain them.  
• Animal welfare, public safety and amenity reasons  



• Such an important area needs protection as do the species who either live there or 
move in and out.  

• I believe that the wildlife of our Shire and particularly the birdlife which includes 
migratory species is in dire need of our protection in order to survive. Much of our 
birdlife is endangered, some critically and it is our duty to do everything to help 
them.  

• We actually need more & more areas for sanctuaries, there isn't enough & there can 
never be too many.  

• Wildlife keeps getting pushed out of their habitats.  
• It is so valuable for future generations.  
• I oppose recreational bird shooting. It is barbaric. I support the proposal to make 

Cairn Curran and its surrounds a wildlife reserve, to protect and support a wide 
range of bird species.  

• Although some shooters are responsible, many are not. Our native wildlife suffers 
the consequences of mistaken identity or simply the thrill of the moment. Even 
without the killing/wounding aspect, the roar of gunfire frightens and disorients not 
just target species but all wildlife. Public amenity and safety are also an issue. It's 
pretty difficult to go for a walk with gunfire blasting. Time for a change to a more 
considered, respectful and educated future for us and our native birds, mammals 
and ecosystems.  

• We are rapidly losing these places of beauty and where the welfare of our birds, 
fauna and flora can be protected.  

• We need to provide habitat for native species in order that we can all survive on this 
planet  

• It's a public area for recreation and observing the natural flora and fauna. It is NOT a 
place for shooters who pose a danger to people, animals and birds in general.  

• The life of these wetland birds is important for future generations to 
enjoy/appreciate  

• Duck shooting is cruel and unnecessary  
• For nature conservation  
• The ongoing habitat degradation and climate change is causing a major decline in 

waterfowl and other species which will likely cause the extinction of some species. 
Duck hunting exacerbates this problem as well as adding a significant level of cruelty 
to the species concerned. No hunter can guarantee an instant kill of a fast moving 
bird and the spray of pellets usually causes injuries that are not immediately fatal. In 
addition, many other species are killed, either through mis-identification or hunters 
deliberately shooting these species. Finally, there is a significant number of 
birdwatchers and wildlife photographers (more in number than registered hunters) 
who spend as much, if not more in regional communities but who avoid areas where 
there is active hunting thus depriving local businesses of their custom during the 
hunting season.  

• Or wildlife is struggling  
• I am a local resident and feel unsafe with shooting occurring in my area, also I don't 

think the birds like being shot.  
• With so many endangered birds we need to stop pleasure shooting. NOW  



• We need to preserve our precious wildlife and habitats for all living creatures 
including ourselves, especially for next generations, to be able to continue 
appreciate what we have now.  

• We have an extinction crisis and need to protect all species. Killing innocent animals, 
birds or fish is not okay. Shooting must end.  

• Duck hunting is a totally outdated practice that leads to damage to many other bird 
species.  

• Hunting is practiced by a tiny percentage of the population and is allowed to 
continue in spite of the view of the majority.  

• in a time of climate change all species need sanctuaries if they are to survive, let 
alone thrive. Too many species are in the vulnerable to endangered category and 
this will only get worse if a strategy of protection is not implemented.  

• I am a frequent visitor to the area and appreciate the environment of the area.  

• It is an important refuge for many bird species, including the magnificent White-
bellied Sea Eagle, a variety of ducks, as well as several species of shore birds who rely 
on this area for feeding before undertaking their amazing journey to the far north for 
breeding. Duck shooting is barbaric and an insult to a beautiful and peaceful 
environment.  

• Cairn Curran is an important wetland for both human recreational purposes and for 
bird habitat and conservation. A sound and appropriate decision has already been 
made. It must be acted upon urgently.  

• To watch the birds-not kill them!  
• Our native wildlife and wetlands are very precious  
• I value the environmental asset that our shire may provide for many species of 

wildlife including some rare migratory species.  
• Cairn Curran is also a valuable asset and resource for human health and wellbeing.  
• Wonderful BirdLife  
• It's a place that has lost all of its natural habitats... it would be nice to protect and 

support life that doesn't have a voice in politics  
• We fish and water ski here with our kids we don't want people shooting the wildlife 

it's unsafe and unnecessary  
• Our native wildlife needs protection.  
• It is a precious resource for humans and animals. Shooters can still practice their 

skills using targets. Lead pellets pollute the water affecting all organisms from insects 
to humans. In this day and age, we should have more respect for the animals and 
environment.  

• Our birdlife is so threatened, and the lake hosts a huge range of birds.  
• I love watching the birds in the area  
• It is a beautiful spot that needs protecting  
• Way too much land has been for human use.  
• Our wildlife has suffered terribly due to lost habitat.  
• We need to everything we can to preserve our environment and to protect our 

wildlife  
• Many species are threatened with extinction and this loss of biodiversity will 

eventually affect the health of all life on earth  
• Many birds are at risk here. We need to be proactive and protect what is left  



• C.Curran is an important refuge for wildlife  
• These areas need to be preserved or the natural progression of man will eventually 

destroy them and the creatures that live there.  
• Cairn Curran Reservoir is a home to many species of birds, both on the water and 

around the adjacent land and vegetation.  
• waterbirds have been subject to massive population declines due to recent droughts 

and wetland drainage. Cairn Curran could be a local refuge.  
• It is the main wetlands area in this region, and many different species of birds and 

animals live there including turtles, platypus, ibis, cranes, pelicans, ducks to only 
name a few. It is a special area and should be treated as such.  

• Now is the time to preserve as much of our natural habitat that we have remaining 
to us.  

• Because we need to protect what wildlife we have  
• It's urgent that we leave safe refuges for the diminishing numbers of waterbirds. An 

added bonus it would bring ecotourism to the Shire.  
• I would like the area to remain as interesting for bird life as it was whenever I visited 

in the past.  
• Cairn Curran is a beautiful peaceful area which I visit frequently as a birdwatcher. It 

should NOT be used as a killing ground of our unique wildlife and waterbeds in 
particular during the outdated and barbaric “duck hunting season". Cairn Curran 
reservoir is also used by migratory birds and they should NOT be at risk of being shot 
and killed or maimed by gunmen. I have seen this happen first- hand.  

• As voted by the council, please implement the ban of hunting at Cairn Curran and 
make the area a peaceful sanctuary for all time.  

• I'd love for those beautiful and endangered creatures to be protected and preserved  
• The plant and animal life are entitled to it. We are losing far too much already.  
• Our water birds need every wetland to be a safe place. Their numbers are seriously 

depleted already and should not be reduced even more.  
• There are too many cowboy shooters who "accidently" shoot other native birds. The 

duck population is not out of control. Their numbers do not need reducing.  
• I'd like to protect native flora and fauna  
• To preserve the habitat for local plant species and wildlife, which also helps maintain 

water quality and absorbs toxins.  
• In a country of mass extinction of native birds and animals we should not have 

recreational killing of our birds.  
• Birds will be protected  
• It's obvious that killing defenceless beings is a crime.  
• We should be doing our best to protect and enjoy our native birdlife in a natural 

wetland environment. Shooters could be more useful by shooting at deer that are 
destroying our natural environment  

• Shooting birds of any kind has no place in an area used by many for leisure, 
recreational activities and camping. Further "recreational" shooters have been 
demonstrated to be indiscriminate in what they target leading to the death of 
threatened species. Many Australian birds are already under pressure due to 
development and climate change; further pressure for the sake of the "recreation" 



(destruction?) by some is frankly obscene. Shooting does not belong in this 
environment. Make Cairn Curran a wildlife sanctuary.  

• Duck shooting is abhorrent. All wildlife should be protected. Cairn Curran Reservoir 
must become a sanctuary.  

• Cairn Curran is a key habitat for many important and threatened bird species.  
• Indigenous birdlife must be protected  
• Our relationship with "Nature" is custodial. Nature will be here long after mankind 

has been relegated to the rubbish bin of history.  

• To encourage and support the appreciation and conservation of our natural heritage  
• It is worth protecting  
• There is no place for further endangering bird species. It is a great place for human 

recreation (fewer screaming boats and jet skis would be good too), dog walking, bird 
watching. Shooting foxes and rabbits, at specific times only, could be an option for 
people desperate to kill things, but leave our peaceful environment and wonderful 
birdlife alone!  

• We need to put an end to the barbaric slaughter of native wildlife. There are not 
enough protected areas in this country.  

• Of the beautiful native water birds living here  
• there's a wonderful array of birdlife there  
• it is home to threatened species such as the White-bellied Sea Eagle. Cairn Curran is 

important for a large range of waterbirds and raptors as well as a feeding ground on 
the flyways of migratory shore birds, many of which are in significant decline.  

• I grew up in Newstead and I've witnessed the devastation of duck throughout my 
life, it's time that we conserve our bird life from this senseless slaughter.  

• I frequently visit the Newstead area, to visit the reservoir and surrounding area to 
view the wildlife  

• It’s their home, we can’t destroy homes  
• We need protected areas to keep our beautiful wildlife safe  
• Duck shooting is incompatible with the conservation and recreational values of Cairn 

Curran  
• The waterfowl in our area are a tourist attraction. It makes no sense for 

birdwatchers and shooters to share this space.  
• We have lived in this area since early childhood, it is special to us. We want to share 

it with likeminded people who will assist in the protection and security of the local 
flora and fauna. We have a diamond in our backyards which requires preservation.  

• Duck shooting is brutal and unnecessary. No one likes it. Let's get into the 21st 
century!!  

• It is important to protect our wetlands  
• The natural environment is the charm of the place. Hearing constant shooting and 

seeing wounded birds makes my family want to leave. Can't have friends here during 
duck shooting season because they get very upset. It's a loss of tourism income for 
the town.  

• Duck shooting makes me feel sick. This area should be so much better than that.  
• Many species need protection, some endangered to the point of extinction, and 

many water birds' numbers become depleted.  



• I am heavily opposed to the recreational shooting of birds, especially in an area 
home to endangered species.  

• It's important to protect endangered birds and the species that are endemic to the 
local habitat. All bird species that visit and or live within the natural wetlands of 
Cairn Curran should be protected and the proposed sanctuary will provide that 
assurance and prohibit the ad hoc slaughter of defenceless birds  

• We need to protect our natural environment from the insensitive ravages of man  

• Wildlife needs protection  
• Changing the way that Cairn Curran is viewed will enable a shift in management to a 

regenerative conservation process rather than a simple access to recreation.  
• There has been too much destruction of flora, fauna and natural ecosystems locally, 

nationally and globally and I would like to protect what remains.  
• Two years ago, the Mount Alexander Shire Council voted to ban recreational native 

waterbird shooting in the Shire in favor of safer, more peaceful, and beneficial 
activities. Duck shooting is set to commence again soon and so it is urgent that the 
Council's decision is now implemented. Public waterways have been closed to 
shooting elsewhere for safety and public amenity reasons. The same must happen 
now in the Mount Alexander Shire before the Duck Shooting season begins. Please 
act to implement the wishes of the Council and the people of Mount Alexander 
Shire.  

• We need to protect our bird species.  
• To protect native waterbirds  
• Safe places are necessary to ensure the survival of wildlife.  
• We need sanctuaries  
• Our birdlife needs as much help as we can give to sustain their very existence. Their 

beauty and presence brings well-being to the community in much need of healing 
places.  

• For reasons of safety and public amenity  
• A sanctuary will provide a home to threatened species of waterbirds. Ensuring a 

natural and safe habitat for a wide range of waterbirds is more important than 
allowing shooters access to this area. Death and destruction of our native wildlife is 
intolerable in this day and age and needs to stop. Designating Cairn Curran and the 
surrounding wetlands as a sanctuary will provide a much- needed protected area for 
otherwise endangered species of waterbirds.  

• Waterbirds should be free to enjoy their life in the wetlands without being 
occasional targets in a pointless gun sport where none of the shooters actually need 
to eat them in order to survive. Let the shooters blaze away at clay pigeons that's ok.  

• All wildlife needs a safe refuge, especially in an area surrounded by so much 
agricultural land.  

• It will also create an ecotourism opportunity for the region.  

• I have never visited Cairn Curran Reservoir, though in our local area, but now I will 
(TOURISTS!) for the nature and beautiful birds – the only creatures to whom this 
place truly belongs, not just us AND MOST CERTAINLY NOT BIRDSHOOTERS. 
Completely outraged and opposed to "recreational" bird shooting in the Shire.                            
SHAME ON YOU YET ANOTHER MINISTER  AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT     . We all 



need the life support, peace and tranquillity of a healthy natural world, birds and 
humans alike. HUMANS FOR THE WATER THEY DRINK AND NEE D TO GROW FOOD     
. What no one needs, and I don't understand the power of their minority, are bird 
shooters! Think about it for a minute or two people. Just one minute or two. What 
does bird shooting really actually achieve, and please let me know your answer. So 
sick of this shit to be honest really. Get it together people, with all due respect, I 
know it's hardly ever simple or easy, but it can be if you just: DO THE RIGHT THING!  

• I believe our water birds need protection and a safe place to breed  
• It is essential to preserve habitat  
• Shooting is dangerous to other recreational users. Threatened species use the area.  
• Slaughtering animals for fun is barbaric  
• For the protection of vulnerable wildlife  
• I enjoy being out in nature, even more so after months of lockdown. Sadly, we 

continue to lose important habitat everywhere for wildlife both big and small. It is so 
important to save & protect these habitats. I love to walk, admire the plants, watch 
& listen to the birds and frogs, to search for tiny insects and even nocturnal animals. 
There is such a range of bird species to be seen here. What a valuable resource such 
an area will be for both local residents and visitors.  

• I thoroughly oppose the so called "recreational" shooting of our duck species with 
the death and destruction of other birds which contributes to a significant drop in 
numbers each year. Cairn Curran needs to be declared as a sanctuary, a haven for 
the many species of native and migratory birds so they can feed, flourish and live out 
their lives for the benefit and enjoyment of everybody.  

• There is no benefit in shooting birds, only cruelty.  
• Duck shooting is a risk to threatened species, creates contamination, and damages 

the local environment. Duck shooting is totally unnecessary and excludes use and 
enjoyment of Cairn Curran by community members.  

• It is so important to protect the birdlife in this unique area  

• In the face of climate change, loss of natural habitat and increasing population 
growth our local natural areas are under pressure and need protecting and 
conserving, not harvesting for "sport". Cairn Curran is an important site for many 
waterbird species, along with the ecology that supports them. Duck hunting does not 
fit with modern expectations, waterbird numbers are on the decrease according to 
Birdlife Australia and every year non-target species including protected birds are 
injured or shot. Not to mention the disturbance of their habitat by shooters' 
presence. I hear the "hunting" each season from my home, and am disturbed by the 
shooting, often beginning before the official start time. Our Shire would receive far 
greater economic benefit from passive and eco- based tourism than from seasonal 
duck hunters who "own" Cairn Curran during the hunting period.  

• It is a key place for waterbirds (and other species) in our local area. I am part of a 
community group that does local bird surveys in the adjoining Muckleford Forest 
(part of a Biodiversity hotspot) on a quarterly basis to improve our biodiversity data - 
and we add our data to the Victoria Biodiversity Atlas.  

• Slaughter of our native waterfowl is not recreation or sport. It is perpetrated by 
0.04% of the population and brings an immeasurably small amount of revenue to 
MAS. Only some need to pass an ID test to participate leading to many 'non-target' 



species being killed or injured and left. Poor practice with no financial gain for the 
region involving a very very small number of people yet having a big impact on 
native fauna. It must stop.  

• I write as secretary of the XXXXX, Mount Alexander region. Our reasons for opposing 
duck shooting are laid out on our website.  

• I don't agree with having bird shooting seasons in Victoria, especially at large 
wetlands like Cairn Curran that are homes and feeding grounds to many species of 
birds, local and migratory. I want the birds protected. It is a dated practice inhumane 
to birds injured, not as many birds around now as in past decades  

• It is cruel to the injured birds and some species shouldn't be targeted at all. People 
shoot wrong species. The wetland is a large area and I think should be a non-
shooting conservation area because it's good habitat for local and migratory wetland 
and shore 
birds. Even for humans, the sound of gunshots can be distressing when out enjoying 
the natural environment. The area is closed to human other uses when shooting is 
occurring.  

• To protect the diversity of bird life and ensure safety of people.  
• Duck shooting is barbaric.  
• Avoiding cruelty to birdlife, enhancing the ecological protection of Australian 

species.  
• To preserve native wildlife  
• It is critical habitat for native biodiversity and an important place for people to 

experience the restorative benefits of nature. Duck hunting is a threat to both these 
functions.  

• All creatures deserve to live in habitat which best provides their needs. What they 
don't need is to have life taken from them in the un-natural way of being shot by a 
man-made weapon. Outside the duck shooting season, Cairn Curran is peaceful and 
fulfils the needs of resident and visiting birds. May it continue to do so year-round.  

• We live at a time of a biodiversity and extinction crisis, we need to create sanctuaries 
to save biodiversity, which in turn we need to live.  

• A consistent shooter free environment generates more sustained economic benefits 
than a duck season  

• I like to go to regional places for holidays and to undertake bird watching and nature 
photography ... I opposes the slaughter of our  

native wildlife for recreational activities... duck opening this year was unethical given 
it occurred while there were young ducklings around still dependant on their parents 
for support ... so parent birds were slaughtered for recreational pleasure while 
young where left behind defenceless, this is both unethical and has a negative 
impact on follow on population stability... very poorly timed and managed ... 
combine this with all the unprofessional identification practices of the sport 
targeting and killing many endangered, vulnerable and miss identified species ... this 
sport brings no worth to regional community other than thugs, rubbish, wildlife 
torture and ugliness.  

• We need to protect our flora and fauna  



• There is so little land left for biodiversity, and with water a precious resource in the 
future, the birds and wildlife need all the help they can get to survive. If the 
environment is healthy, people are healthier too.  

• Cairn Curran is important for a large range of birds  
• We need the wetlands for migrating birds.  
• There needs to be a safe place for ducks to nest and breed, particularly for 

threatened species that are often indiscriminately shot during shooting season.  
• To protect rare bird species in the area.  
• I was amazed to see swans in the lake recently, and generally think recreational 

animal massacre is an exceptionally low form of human behaviour.  
• It's time intelligence was used, and man stops slaughtering the innocent  
• I love birds and thing they should be protected before people make them go extinct 

with their stupidity  
• It is the home of many beautiful birds we want to know are safe  
• We have to do all we can to halt biodiversity loss, valuing current and future 

generations human and non-human, within the shire whilst recognizing the benefits 
more globally. In order to sustain life, we must look to think globally while acting 
locally.  

• We need to preserve our wildlife and bush  
• Recreational shooting has no place in 2021.  
• b-b-b bird bird bird birds the word  

• Ducks shouldn't be murdered  
• It is a precious area and these beautiful birds DO NOT DESERVE to barbarically be 

hunted!  
• Ecological reasons  
• We need to protect native flora and fauna and save habit from destruction and 

encroachment. Shooting wildlife is barbaric and unnecessary- we are not hunter 
gatherers and it not something to do for entertainment  

• Allowing ducks swans and other wildlife to flourish enhances our public spaces, 
bringing diversity and regeneration. It also adds to tourist appeal which benefits 
everyone  

• So the ducks can have a safe place to love  
• Duck shooting is disgraceful  
• Our wildlife is important for a healthy echo system.  
• Mount Alexander Shire and Cairn Curran Reservoir specifically, is home to 

threatened species such as the White-bellied Sea Eagle. Cairn Curran is important for 
a large range of waterbirds and raptors as well as a feeding ground on the flyways of 
migratory shore birds, many of which are in significant decline.  

• There is no good reason for recreational bird shooting to continue and council 
should be doing everything in its power to protect the environment.  

• We must preserve waterways that native and vulnerable species call home.  
• We need to care for our environment particularly the flora and fauna so future 

generations can enjoy them as well.  
• I strongly disagree with duck shooting and believe all birds need our protection. They 

need this beautiful area as a safe protected sanctuary.  



• So much natural habitat in the area has gone, wildlife needs all the help we can 
muster  

• A beautiful area for birds to live and breed. A wonderful ecosystem man can learn 
from. We do not need another area of nature destroyed and bullets echoing.  

• Need to preserve our wildlife  
• It is a precious shared area that both residents and visitors enjoy because of its 

safety and beauty.  
• Safety for people, environment for water birds. There's plenty of feral animals that 

need culling. Leave the water birds alone.  
• We need to protect the natural environment. I am totally against the slaughter of 

wildlife.  
• Birds need to be protected. We are so fortunate in this area to have them  
• Too many ducks and other endangered birds will once again be subject to the cruel 

and unthinkable  
• I want threatened bird species to survive. I want people accessing public space to be 

safe.  
• We need to protect our precious wildlife and ensure the safety of the people in the 

area  
• All of nature is under threat from Climate Change, and we need to protect All that 

we can.  

• The ducks need protection having numbers reduced by droughts and fires across 
Australia. Hunting is a cruel "sport" with many injured birds left to die a slow painful 
death.  

• We need to protect the waterways that are crucial to endangered wildlife  
• We need to conserve our wetlands and the precious wildlife in it. It's all connected.  
• Should not be killing threatened species  
• Want to protect all species of waterfowl within this habitat  
• The "sport" or "hobby" of shooting birds and animals is cruel and barbaric and has 

no place in a civilised modern society.  
• All life is precious. Shooting and hunting are violent, dangerous and scary so close to 

our peaceful community.  
• I prefer live wildlife to dead wildlife.  
• It is a naturally beautiful place, and it would be nice to see a refuge for our water 

birds.  
• In this era of increasing extinctions and pressure on wildlife everywhere, we need to 

do all we can to preserve and provide habitat for native water birds and all our 
native species  

• We must act to protect biodiversity  
• A safe haven for all the wildlife and protection of precious biodiversity.  
• I oppose duck shooting.  
• I love the beautiful wildlife and birds in our area. I think it’s barbaric in this day and 

age to be shooting innocent birds in our beautiful tourist locality of Lake Cairn 
Curran.  

• Our wildlife needs to be preserved and encouraged to thrive in the years to come.  
• The waterbirds get decimated around Cairn Curran every year with duck shooting 

season. Soon there will be one left.  



• Our native fauna is under threat and needs protection.  
• So that it continues to flourish for my kids to enjoy  
• All animals should be safe to live their lives without fear of an unnatural death for 

the recreation or pleasure of humans  
• Birds should not be shot just for fun, in such a beautiful public amenity. Cruel and 

ruins the peace of this beautiful country area.  
• There are so many birds who visit, and they deserve to be encouraged and 

nurtured...not shot or shit at  
• Cairn Curran was a huge part of my life for 40yrs and somewhere I always come 

home to. The wildlife, particularly the bird life, permanent or migratory, is a wonder. 
This reservoir is hugely important for all creatures that use it and as a sanctuary it 
would be protected, cherished and also used to aid educational resource.  

• We need to protect the wildlife and stop the draconian sport of duck shooting.  
• Living ducks can be enjoyed by all. I’m also concerned that native duck populations 

will not be able to withstanding climate change if shooting continues  

• It should be protected for the bird wildlife and for the community and visitors to 
enjoy.  

• Cairn Curran is a beautiful, tranquil place. The bird life enhances the experience of 
being in this environment. We need to protect places like this from those who want 
to exploit them for selfish measures.  

• It's an inappropriate location for duck shooting, given its other recreational value.  
• Habitat for many species is diminishing rapidly and we need to protect the little we 

have, particularly wetlands. We have a responsibility to future generations rather 
than continually meeting our own perceived needs instead of considering long term 
implications.  

• Duck hunting is abhorrent. Native wildlife must be protected.  
• I oppose recreational bird shooting anywhere, and especially in this case Cairn 

Curran, the home of so many waterbirds, raptors and a safe ground for migratory 
species.  

• It is a place of beauty for all to enjoy, safely.  
• safety  
• It is a unique area that deserves to be safe both for flora and fauna, but also for 

peaceful enjoyment by local residents and visitors, and not overrun by shooters.  
• Wildlife is precious.  
• The birdlife is beautiful and an important part of the eco system. I don't support bird 

shooting at all, and the shire should be implementing the ban than was put in place.  
• It is an important feeding ground for local and migratory birds. Birds are in serious 

decline across Australia. This is a major problem for our ecosystems as they perform 
roles in insect control and plant germination.  

• To preserve the bird life of the area and make it a safe environment for our 
community  

• To protect the local bird life and to have a safe and peaceful environment for people 
to enjoy the reservoir and its surrounds.  

• Ducks don't need culling  
• The birds and other wildlife that use this area need to have a haven. There are birds 

that are threatened species that visit Cairn Curran. Recent reports have shown that 



Australia doesn't do enough to protect and encourage rebuilding of populations of 
threatened species. This is a way we can begin to turn that tide. In addition, 
migratory birds pass through on their migration. Climate change, drainage of 
swamps and marshes on farmland, removal of remnant vegetation put increased 
pressure on birds and other wildlife. Refugees and sanctuaries are needed for those 
who will breed, nest, eat, shelter, recover, within these environs. The local Council 
has already considered this issue and said it wants no shooting in the area. The 
majority of Victorians don't support recreational bird shooting.  

• I regularly drive from my home in Rocklyn to go bird watching at Cairn Curran 
Reservoir and surrounding areas. I often shop in the local townships on the way, 
birders love bakery goods :) I also recommend the Mount Alexander Shire to other 
birders. Creating a sanctuary and working to stop recreational bird shooting will 
support the local Shire to attract bird watchers, naturalists and bushwalkers to visit 
the area.  

• It really is special. Let's not take it for granted. Please preserve it for the future.  
• It is home to threatened species, the White-bellied Sea Eagle. And because I support 

Mt Alexander Shire's decision to ban recreational native waterbird shooting.  
• there is more value in live birds than dead ones, to be frank... the surrendering of 

our wildlife to provide amusement and 'sport' for a few gun owners is an obscenity 
which we should have grown out of by now...  

• It's a wetland habitat and we should be protecting it!  
• This area is vital for wetland birds to inhabit seasonally for both local and migratory 

species.  
• it's important bird habitat and valued by many for this.  
• The restoration of this area will create not only a healthier natural ecology but will 

create a place of gathering and leisure for visitors and residents. Absolutely brilliant 
project! Bring it on  

• Currently it is full of weeds and not a nice place to be. Years of farming has left it 
desolate. We would like to see a really wonderful sanctuary for nature, native flora 
and fauna. Then our family would love to go there. Restrict noise and pollution that 
is currently a factor with the boats on there now.  

• I want to visit there with my children anytime weather permits with peace of mind 
for our safety.  

• I want to help protect the large range of waterbirds and raptors  
• Duck shooting is cruel  
• Regional Victorians value the diversity of our wild bird populations and other native 

animals as well. Duck shooters do not increase the economies of regional towns 
because they don't use the amenities or services. They leave lead pollution via spent 
cartridges, and they shoot anything in sight. It has been demonstrated year in year 
out that vulnerable species are shot as well as non-duck water birds such as swans 
and even pelicans.  

• There is no place for this barbarism in 21st century Australia.  
• To protect it from inappropriate use and to provide a safe place for our native 

wildlife  
• Oppose duck shooting as cruel and unnecessary and having a negative effect on 

many bird species.  



• Cruel and barbaric sport killing innocent birds from a variety of species  
• I'm completely opposed to this senseless activity and want to see this beautiful area 

preserved for all to enjoy safely, birds and people together  

• Ducks do not deserve to be killed.  
• Ducks deserve our protection - we have no right to shoot them for our pleasure.  
• The birds & animals deserve to live peacefully as do visiting humans. Shooting isn't a 

recreational sport, it's killing innocent beings & driving tourism away.  
• Ducks need protection.  
• There are already so many pressures on native duck and other bird populations, that 

ANYTHING we can do to provide safe habitat for them ought to be a top priority.  
• Protect wildlife  
• It's our closest large body of water, but I don't feel safe going there during hunting 

season. I would like to see wildlife protected and biodiversity supported.  
• It's where the duck lives and everyone should feel safe in their home  
• Shooting animals is not a sport but an expression of intellectual and emotional 

inadequacy.  
• I believe that our native animals should not be shot for recreational activities and 

that they are already struggling to survive.  
• We should not be the cause of more extensions or near extinctions. Drought, fires 

and land clearing have drastically reduced numbers of water birds.  
• I would hate shooters allowed.  
• I believe our native birdlife should be protected and our beautiful natural areas 

should be available for passive enjoyment and recreation by local residents visitors 
alike. Shot gunning birds is inherently cruel and shooting is permitted in so many of 
our wetlands and waterways that it seems fitting to provide some safe havens for 
both game species and those wishing to enjoy our natural assets in peace.  

• Many bird species are in significant decline across the region why would we 
encourage a practice that hastens this travesty on our communities.  

• Simply put, they need Somewhere safe, and it will enhance the overall attractiveness 
and appeal to the otherwise fairly uninspiring look of the lake  

• Our wildlife needs to be protected  
• Killing placid animals is the exact opposite of a sanctuary!  
• Our wildlife is vulnerable.  
• Duck shooting for sport is a barbaric practice.  
• Ducks and other animals must be protected.  
• We need less urban sprawl and Farmland and more sanctuaries and rewilding  

 


