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I’m coordinating a meeting with   from ARI to talk about the feasibility, alternatives, costs, etc. I’ll be 
able to give you more information after that. 
 
Option 2 
The other option to deliver the sampling is EPA leading fieldwork. , i.e., accepting ducks from hunters through F&GA, 
processing ducks, etc. The risks that I see with this option are the possibility of identifying a high risk in the 
middle/end of the hunting season (so health risk and also reputational risk) and of completely missing the hunting 
season if cancelled due to COVID. Laboratory costs will be the same as option 1 but fieldwork will be lower.  
 
Finally, how do we get the resources to pay for this (either option) is the big question. I think once we have an idea 
of costs we can think about alternatives and I’ll very much appreciate your help on this. I do recall that for the 2018 
biota emerging contaminants project we were expecting the contribution of other members of the Interagency 
Working Group, which unfortunately didn’t happen. This doesn’t mean we won’t get support this time, but I do 
think we have to be realistic, especially given the current situation with COVID. 
 
As soon as I get more information I’ll let you know. It is a challenge to engage with other agencies under COVID and 
everything takes more time than it would do under normal life. Also, Leon is on leave at the moment, but I hope I 
can discuss these options with him next week (given that he coordinated the 2018 sampling). 
 
Let me know if you have any questions/thoughts.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Specialist Applied Scientist - Freshwater 
Water Sciences 
 
 
Environment Protection Authority Victoria  
Centre for Applied Sciences, Macleod 

 @epa.vic.gov.au | www.epa.vic.gov.au 
 
We work flexibly at EPA. If I’m sending this message outside of normal business hours it’s because it suits 
me. There is no expectation that you will respond outside your working hours.  
 

Follow us  
 
A healthy environment that supports a liveable and prosperous Victoria, now and always.  

From: OCES ‐ Office Chief Environmental Scientist <OCES@epa.vic.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 5 October 2020 5:58 PM 
To:  @epa.vic.gov.au>; OCES ‐ Office Chief Environmental Scientist 
<OCES@epa.vic.gov.au> 
Cc:  @epa.vic.gov.au>;  @epa.vic.gov.au>;   

@epa.vic.gov.au>; @epa.vic.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Lead in duck samples ‐ heads up  
 
Thanks,  (and no need to apologise – I hope you had some lovely leave!) 
 
Are you able to provide an indication of how much consideration has been given to more environmental monitoring in 
the interim and how this could be delivered? Would be great to understand any further thoughts on next steps if 
possible সহ঺঻ 
 
Kind regards  
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