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Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck
Shooting

Great egret in flight. Picture supplied.

AMID a financial landslide tak-
ing place in rural communities
around our State, jobs remain the
number one issue in small coun-
try towns, according to research-
ers from SGS Economics and the
Girattan Institute.

How do we address the need for
rural jobs when manufacturing
can be so fickle and agriculture
is sadly unreliable due to climate
and market fluctuations?

We look to our own beautiful
backyards!
Tourism contributes more to

the Australian economy than ag-
riculture.

It employs more than 1 in 20
Australians, supports 1 in 8 busi-
nesses and has out-performed the
national growth rate for the last
three years.

The latest data shows tourism
provides 143,000 jobs to Victoria
and is worth a whopping $12.2
billion to gross state product.

Nature-based tourism has
grown faster than all other forms
of tourism combined over the last
five years.

There is record participation
in bushwalking (up 14 per cent),
visits to nature parks and Abo-
riginal cultural sites. 4
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36,000 visitors a year to just one  cently nominated to the National
area,and Lake Tyrellnowseesup Heritage List for outstanding
to 240 visitors a day. Aboriginal cultural value, is one
Phillip Island Nature Parks, such site.
the brainchild of premiers Cain  If we followed the lead of other
and Kirner, turned the fairly states and stopped the shooting
common penguin into a multi- of our native waterbirds in places
million dollar tourist attraction, like this, we would attract bush-
contributing $500 million a year  walkers, birdwatchers, j
to Victoria - $122 million and
800 jobs to the Bass Coast area
alone.
Victoria is blessed with stun-
ning wetland habitats - rich in

indigenous culture and home to
rare species of birds - which could

rival du. :

Yet these wetlands remain

largely undiscovered. L
Our stunning Lake Boort,



