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Letter To THE EDITOR

Vote would ban

hunting tomorrow

SIR, The article in the Cuts By
Stealth (LH February 11) &
cluded comments from Victo-
rian Duck Hunting Association.

Imust mention that I used to
be a duck shooter back in the
1960s and 70s, when the ma-
Jority of shooters were locals.

Since then, duck shooting
has changed, but not for the
good! Most shooters now come
from the cities and camp on
the edge of the wetlands.

‘There have been four major
bird massacres in recent years
around Boort, only one, at Box
Flat was officially reported.
where, over 2000 birds of all
descriptions floated ashore -
no-one was prosecuted for this

Someshooters, once they
get their bag full just keep on
shooting and let the birds stay
where they fall.

‘This sort of behaviour never
happened in the past.

On duck opening eve 2017 1
drove around Lake Boort and
Lake Lyndger, counting 50
‘camp fires burning, destroying
‘much habitat

The officials present just
curn a blind eye to this behav-
iour while local residents are
not allowed to collect firewood
from the wetlands throughout
che year.

Some duck shooting camp-
ers even bring their chain saws
and take wood home - is that
conservation?

All wetlands in northern
Victoria average an Aborigi-
nal cooking mound every 150
‘metres on the perimeter where
there was plenty of timber.

It is a disgrace to see many
campers light fires, bury and
leave rubbish on these sites,
there is absolutely no respect
for the First Australian's history.

Shooters who enter wetlands
should be trained to respect
these important sites, Parks
Victoria have failed in not
identifying these sites with 2
sign. That would be true con-
servation!

‘Also, every duck opening we
loose significant scarred trees
%o campfires, this is also a dis
grace. | conduct environmen-
<l and Aboriginal tours on the
wetlands and cannot operate
in the duck shooting season.

In 2001718 1 was appalled at
the amount of human excreter

and toilet paper around the
edge of Lake Leaghur and Yan-
do Swamp, 1 had to advise my
participants to watch where
they walked.

Onone of these tours, at Lake
Boort on the west side, I acci-
dentally found a buried cache
of shot birds, unfortunately,
they were too decomposed
to identify them accurately,
other buried caches have been
discovered around the Kerang
Wetlands.

‘This is where Duck Shooters
are hiding cheir sins.

Less than half of one per cent
of the population are actually
duck shooters, 1 think that it
would be much better to aim
for one or two per cent of the
general population to visit
northern Victoria, who will at
least use caravan parks and m
otels helping businesses to sur-

Whereas, duck shooters
camp on the Wetlands and
bring most of their own sup-
plies,

During the school holidays
1 take some of my grand-chil-
dren to the Wetlands after
duck shooting season, cleaning
up after the shooters, taking
many loads of rubbish to the
tip and recycling the beer bot-
tles and cans in my bin!

Wetland birds are in a de-
cline all around Australia and
1o one is exactly sure why.

In my opinion, duck shoot-
ing should end until at least the
shooters show more towards
the environment and Aborigi-
nal Heritage.

Polls have shown that 87 per
cent of the general public dis-
approved of duck shooting.

If we had a plebiscite on duck
shooting, it would be banned
tomorrow, as it has been al-
ready in other states!

Paul Haw
Boort

NOTE: The Loddon Herald has
received a large number of let-
ters to the editor on the article
and opinion piece published
last week on duck hunting. We
are committed to providing
fair commentary from readers
on all articles, however, pref-
erence will always be given to
correspondents from within or
adjoining our circulation area
Letters should not exceed 300
words and may be edited for
reasons of space or legal re-
irements.
B EdLH.




