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- Gun risk
is real for
Victorians

Kerrie
Allen

hink twice before visiting

Victoria's public waterways

this autumn

From March to June, over half

of the state’s public wetland
estate — about 280,000 ha —
will apen to people carrying
fircarms to shoot native birds for
recreation. The sheer scale of
Victoria's public land open to
hunting is shocking. Perhaps
that's why the government rarely
discloses it.

The state's own hunting
didnt even seem to

know. We asked it for years for
an estimated number of hunting
areas. The regulator had no
answer, which raises the obvious
question of how it monitors the
activity

The answer finally came from
a senior government bureaucrat
who also revealed that no safety-
risk assessments had been done.

“Hunting is just like walking”
she said, a claim that sits uncasily
with the fact two public
waterways in Mildura were
closed to shooters in 2019 due to
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Concerns are widespread.

In a 2023 survey of more than
800 people, over half reported
feeling unsafe when bird
mmm.

the year so that 0.5 per cent can
fire shotguns at little native
birds” A request submitted over a



